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2021 China Visualization and Visual Analytics
Conference Arts Program (China VISAP'21)

The China VIS 2021 Arts Program, or China VISAP'21, showcases innovative artwork and research that
explores the exciting and increasingly prominent intersections between art, design, and visualization. The
goal of the program is to foster new thinking, discussion, and collaboration between artists, designers,
technologists, visualization scientists, and others working at the intersection of these fields.

Theme 1 - Bridge

A bridge is a structure that overcomes obstacles and provides passage, connection, contact, or transition.
It can also be a link between time, space and culture. It not only carries the physical load but also
communicates and connects. The ingenious Zhaozhou Bridge (constructed in 595 AD) in China is a symbol
of wisdom, and the Magpie Bridge for lovers reflects people’s poetic imagination. A bridge is an invitation
to connect, in addition, a representation of overcoming adversity and building unity. In the information age,
visualization is the bridge connecting data with human cognition, promoting understanding and empathy in
society, and aiding the globe to arrive at a new consensus of a shared future.

The 2021 China Visualization and Visual Analysis Conference is held in Wuhan, where the longest river in
Asia Yangtze River passes through. Regarded as the First Bridge of the Yangtze, the Wuhan Yangtze River
Bridge (1955) is an architectural wonder and Wuhan's most famous landmark. Therefore, VISAP'21 chose”
Bridge” as this year’s theme of artistic creations. We encourage all participants to develop artworks around
the concept of bridge, exploring topics related to connections between humans and nature, individuals and
society, physical space and virtual experience, as well as the functionalities of bridges in emotional space
and culture domains.

Theme 2 - The Air We Breathe

The atmosphere is a vital environmental factor for human survival and also the basis for the harmonious
coexistence of man and nature. The protection of the atmospheric environment is connected to the future
of mankind and the earth. In recent years, China's air quality monitoring network has been gradually
established, and the prevention and control of air pollution have been effective. A large amount of data with
high-dimensional and time-series characteristics have been collected by air quality monitoring stations.
We are calling participants to utilize such data to further understand atmospheric pollution, and to raise
people’'s awareness of atmospheric protection through artistic visualization works.

China VISAP21 invites artists, designers, and researchers to explore data visualization ideas for sustainable
development that may heal and strengthen human and human-nature connections, communication, and
cognition as a major task facing the global community.
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Falling

" Sandrine Deumier

360° Video, 2019

Falling is the study of a collapse. Consisting of nine “collapsology” scenes created from Internet culture imaginaries, this artwork
tries to interrogate a possible dismantling of the human practices of nature subjection and species classification through a search
of eco-feminist postures. The project is based on the power of utopian and feminist anticipations, and the idea of short-circuiting

collective imaginations from the Internet to develop new utopias and invent sustainable imaginations.

Surface Tension
Caitlin & Misha
Caitlin Foley / Misha Rabinovich

Live-updating procedural 3D
animation, 2019

Surface Tension is a visualization that bridges the gap between the abstract and personal understanding of freshwater conditions.
The work maps daily United States Geological Survey (USGS) streamflow data using a mesmerizing display. Water supports life
but can also drown and destroy. People are mostly water, but the melting ice caps threaten our very existence. Harnessing this
elemental force requires a balancing act and this artwork is a reflection on humanity’s fraught relationship with freshwater. The
open source project uses publicly accessible (FAIR) data, was commissioned by NC State University, and funded by the Andrew W.

Mellon Foundation. https://caitlinandmisha.com/surface-tension/
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Untitled (Particledance07)

Bill Miller

Animation, 2017

Data-Confluences

Clarissa Ribeiro

Data-sculptures, 2021

When | first began working with motion capture, | was struck
by the possibilities that arise from transforming human
movement into data. MOCAP data are generally organized as
points moving in space over time. They are often structured

in a hierarchy where each point's movement information

is relative to that of other points. This creates a sort of
‘movement system' that is ordered to create a relationship
between a human skeleton and a 3D model rig. Once the
information is captured, however, MOCAP data is not restricted
to being visualized as a humanoid form. An opportunity is
opened for the data to take on new forms. In a recent series of
animated videos, I've attached MOCAP data to simulations like
cloth, soft bodies, hair, and bodies. The results are like ghosts
and monsters... they maintain realistic and believable motion
because of their origination in human movement systems but
they are released as abstract digital beings... as if the nude
descending the staircase removed its skin to reveal an array of

data points.

Exploring data-aesthetics in the generative design of a series
of data-sculptures, the work combines and interlaces as raw
data the audio track of short videos made by the artist from
her apartment's balcony during the 2021 lockdown in Brazil,
with the audio track extracted from short videos shared by

10 invited contaminants-friends and colleagues based on
each of the seven continents as glimpses of their surrounding
environment. In times we are still facing the impacts and
restrictions of the Covid-19 pandemic, Data-Confluences
(2021) is a celebration of the vital need of getting together.
Invited contaminants: Jill Scott, Marille Hahne and Claudia
Westermann (Europe), Victoria Vesna, Mick Lorusso and
Karina Lopez (North America), Rewa Wright (Australia), Stavros
Didakis and Yunle Chen (Asia), Ruy Cezar Campos (Africa),
PROANTAR (Antarctic).
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